
The Great Outdoors 

Understanding the World 

The World 

Explore plants and how they grow.  Look at life cy-

cles and what living things need to grow.  

Plant beans and sunflowers. 

Explore minibeasts in the outdoor area. Talk about 

similarities and differences between different ones. 

Look at where they live.  

Look at weather changes, keep a weather diary.  

Skills: 
 Observation 
 Gather and record data 
 Sort  
 Ask and answer questions 
 Notice and talk about similarities and differ-

ences. 

Understanding the World 

People and Communities 

Look at how we change and grow over time. Look at 

baby photos, discuss similarities and differences. 

Talk about their gardens, what is the same, what is 

different? 

Skills: 
 Ask and answer questions 
 Understand their lives are different from  
 others. 
 Talk about the past and the present. 
 Talk about similarities and differences be-

tween themselves and others. 

Personal, Social, Emotional Development. 

Discuss different emotions, when do you feel that 

way? How can you help your friends?  

(Enormous Turnip) 

Focus on gem powers in the classroom and 

around school.  

Carpet time activities around feelings and  

Emotions. 

Expressive Arts and Design 
 

Look at famous paintings of flowers. Provide ma-
terials for children to collage their own.  
Collage  gardens and flower pictures. 
Observational drawings of flowers. 
Close up images of minibeasts.  
Listen to different music linked to plants, animals. 
How does it make them feel? What does it re-
mind them of? (Flight of the bumblebee) 
 
Explore sounds and create their own musical 
instruments.  
 
Skills: 
 Experiments with music 
 Explores materials. Tools and techniques 
 

Communication and Language 

Read ‘Jasper’s Beanstalk’. Talk about the different 
things that happen in the growing process in the  
story.  
Garden Centre role play. 
Listening games, action games, cooperative games 
(jigsaws) 
 
Skills: 
 Listens attentively 
 Responds to what they hear 
 Ask and answer questions, 

Physical Development  

Cutting activities around the classroom. 

Handwriting practice. Can you hold your pencil  

correctly?  

Ball skills and games. 

Discuss ways to stay healthy.  

Skills: 

 Handles tools effectively. 
 Shows good control and coordination 
 Knows ways to stay healthy. 

Technology 

Explore different technology and 
its uses. 
Mouse skills 
Keyboard skills 
Photo diary of plants. 



English 

Reading 
Decode regular words and read them 
aloud accurately 
Can read some ‘tricky’ words 
Read and understand simple sentences 
Demonstrate understanding when talking with  
others about what they have read. 
 
Writing 

Write words in ways which match their spoken 

Sounds, sometimes spelt correctly.   

Can write some ‘tricky’ common words  

Writes simple sentences which can be read by 

themselves and others. 

Maths 

This term we are aiming to:- 
 Count, read and write numbers to 20 
 Say 1 more and 1 less with numbers to 20 
 Add two single digit numbers eg, 7+4 = 
 Understand symbols for adding and  
 subtracting. 
 Subtract two single digits.  
 Add on and count back to find answers. 
 Complete practical activities involving  
 sharing, doubling and halving. 
 Explore shapes 
 Explore capacity 
 Explore time 

Learning in Reception for 

the Summer Term will be 

through the topic of 
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Outdoors 

 
 
 

Take a look  for  

further information! 

 


